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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Intro
From the field- meaning I get to show you guys the highlights from the season.
Key takeaways from this season are the number of days these groups stayed on the Platte river. 




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
First Observation occurred on Oct. 29th near Shelton bridge. 
3 adults stayed for 11 days using PRRIP’s Dippel tract during some of their stay.




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
On Oct 30th, 3 groups arrived….
2 adults roosted in the J2 return channel, and eventually found their way east to PRRIP’s dyer/cook tracts.
They enjoyed this access road in the field just south of the Dyer Quonset for several days in a row. 
They stayed for 10 days.





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The third group to arrive on Oct. 30th was 4 adults west of Hwy 34 bridge (South of GI).
2 of the 4 birds are still present as of 11/29 and have been here for 32 days and counting.
Record stay length on the Platte recorded by PRRIP is 32 days. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This fall, 2 family groups used the New Meyer tract SE of GI for 19 days. (A family group consists of 2 parents and their young of they year usually 1 juvenile)
These two groups started out sperate from each other on either side of the Burlington RR bridge
After 2 days, the one group decided the grass was greener on the other side (or sandbars were sandier…? ) at the Meyer property and joined the other family group. 
If you recall from my spring presentation, PRRIP had not documented WC use of the Meyer property since 2002 up until this year. 
We acquired it the proptery in 2021, and did some island disking prior to this spring and fall migrations and had 3 groups use it this spring and now two groups this fall.
CLICK!
If you build it, they will come! Anyone remember that movie? 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
3 adults arrived at PRRIP Binfield tract on Nov. 1st and stayed for 12 days.
During their stay, they were joined by two different groups…




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
On Nov. 3rd they were joined by 4 adults with a juvenile whom stayed 6 days. 
Luckily, they were often seen in their original groups formations making it easy to distinguish who was who. 
CLICK
And then other times they felt like being social with each other.
The 4:1 departed on Nov. 8th leaving their 3 new friends behind.



PLATTE RIVER
RECOVERY IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAM



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
On Nov. 10th, 5 adults with a juvenile arrived south of Grand Island. 
The very next day they had moved 12 miles to PRRIP’s Binfield tract joining the 3 adults still present there. 
They were seen together until the Binfield 3 decided to leave just 2 days later.


PLATTE RIVER
RECOVERY IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAM



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The 5:1 then remained until Nov. 21st. Staying for a total of 14 days.



FALL 2023
SUMMARY

* 13 crane groups
* 37:6 (43 birds)
* 510 crane use days (12/4)

10


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In Summary… (slide)
Takeaways are: We saw longer stay lengths then usual. This fall’s crane use days is coming close to the record total of 522 days which occurred in Fall of 2021.
This season they accrued nearly just as many days with just HALF the number of birds. 
Notably, we saw more than usual numbers of sandhill cranes for a fall season. They gathered on the Platte and stayed just as long or longer than the whoopers did. It looked like spring time around Alda bridge as many as there were. 
We are still conducting the east flight until this pair of whoopers leave.
Again, this was just the highlights. The TAC will review the report when it’s completed at their January meeting and then it will be presented to you all.
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I’'m not leaving.
Are you???...
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